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Composer: 
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Librettist: 
John Cozzi 

Work Description: 

Edgar Allan Poe's macabre masterpiece of betrayal and bone-chilling revenge is about Montresor’s chilling 
descent into madness as he manipulates Fortunato, a vain and unsuspecting victim, deeper into the crypt with 
promises of rare amontillado sherry. First published in 1846, “The Cask of Amontillado”  has been almost 
universally referred to as Poe's most perfect short story; in fact, it has often been considered to be one of the 
world's most perfect short stories  through its subject matter, irony, evocative language, and chilling 
repercussions. 

The story takes place in and around the Italian village of Montobere. 

Duration: 
60 – 80 minutes 

Vocal Forces: 
Leads: Soprano, Mezzo-Soprano, Baritone, Three Tenors, Baritone/Bass 
Chorus: minimum of five - all voice types 

Instrumental Forces:  
Nine instruments: Fl, Trp, Hn, Trb, Vn, Va, Vc, Pn, Percussion 

Approximate budget to produce: 
$150,000 

Production intention: 
Production of Premiere 

Work page/website: 
https://www.caskofamontillado.com/ 

Link to work samples: 
https://www.caskofamontillado.com/the-music 
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